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Transportation Secretary Miller responds to KDOT budget cuts 

 
The following is a statement from Kansas Transportation Secretary Deb Miller regarding 
Governor Parkinson’s announcement to sweep funds from the State Highway Fund into the State 
General Fund. 
 

 “There are few options left to balance the budget this late in the fiscal year, so I 

understand the steps the Governor has taken. But in this tough economic time, the $257 million 

in cuts this year to the State Highway Fund are beyond stunning.  

The burden of  balancing the state budget has fallen very heavily on the construction 

industry. Today I am suspending $86 million – or 65 percent – of the $133 million in state-

funded projects we’d planned to have under contract for the remainder of the fiscal year. That 

will eliminate jobs for both contractors and suppliers. The saving grace is that the federal 

Recovery Act will fund $112 million in new projects to be under way this summer. We will also 

continue as planned with projects that involve federal and local dollars. 

KDOT’s construction spending in real dollars is lower than it was in the 1970s, which 

means Kansas citizens, communities and businesses won’t get the kind of services they’ve gotten 

in the past. Considering the winter that we’ve had, Kansans are going to see rougher pavement 

and more potholes, and we’re going to be very limited in our ability to address them.” 
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